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Senate Minority Leader

John McKinney

Dear Friend,

Representing the people of Easton, Fairfield,
Newtown and Weston is both an honor and a
privilege, | hope you will lake a moment to read
about some of the important issues I am working
on as your State Senator.

As always, I welcome your feedbach and encourage you to keep in touch. If
you have specific questions regarding issues outlined in this pamphlet, or any issue
concerning state government, please feel free to call my office at 1-800-842-1421,
email me at fohn.McKinney@cga,ct.gov, or write to me at: Senator John McKinney,
Legislative Office Building, Room 3400, Hariford, CT 06106,

I also encourage you to visil my website at waww.SenatorMeKinney.cga.cf. gov.
There you can read news archives, watch video of Senate floor debates and
press conferences, participate-in an interactive blog, and sign up to receive
email updates,

Thank you for the opportunily to serve as your representative in Hartford.

Sincerely,

John McKinney

Increasing Access to Quality,
Affordable Health Care

So many of our state’s social and economic problems are exacerbated
by our nation’s antiquated health care system. That is why I am working with
Governor Rell to make sure every Connecticut resident has access to quality,
affordable health insurance.

In December of 2006, Governor Rell introduced the Charter Oak Health
Plan, aimed at providing low-cost health insurance to people who cannot
afford private plans. Beginning in July, low income workers, recent college
graduates and individuals who are self-emploved, or do not have access to
employer-sponsored health insurance, will be able to participate in the
Charter Oak plan for about $250 a month.



A Plan to End
Homelessness

As v as 3.5 million
Americans and more than

L0060 preople in Connecticun)

erpentence homelessoess
cach vear

DPwenty vewrs ago, my
tather, the fate Congressman
Stevweart IV MeKinney, cralied

Senator McKinney meets with supportive
housing advocates to introduce his plan
to end homelessness
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homelessness. He believed, as |

clex, thant every American desorves

a oot over their head and a ace tecall home.

Lam working with hansing advocates in Connecticnt to make onr state 1he
lirst in the nation o end homelessness, O plan provides a roudmap to end
homelessness, highlighred by Tunedivg T tew umins al supportive housing
By 2014 We have 7000 unirs o i,

supportive housing, which provides a permanent, independent aned
atfordable homie combined with social services and cinplovinent help, has
proven o be ane of the most effective ways to help the homeless poputanon.
By moving peaple out of homelessness and into housing stability, we are
helping to lower erime vates, nnprove public health and make it casier for

children born into homelessness o receive o quality educarion.

Cleaning up State Government

Protecting Taxpayers from Waste, Fraud and Abuse

I the June speetal session, the legislaure passed laws (o give judges the
pawer e revoke or reduce the preatsions of corript publhic olficrals and smre and
municipal emplovees, We also established @ criminal penalty tor elected officials
whe Lail to report a bribe. | supported bath of these laws, but beliove they are
|ustone step oward restoring public confidence in onr elected officials.

For the past six years, T have proposed the creation of 3 Conneetiout
Inspector General to combat waste, fraud and inefficiency in state HONETTITIONL,
An Otlice of Inspecior General would provide a place wherestate and imunicipal
emplovees could safely and conlidentally bring allegations aboul corrupt
practices: It would also help protect taxpayer dollars and assure Connecticut
resiclents they are genting what they pay [ar,

The federal government has mspector general olfoes in all execurive
branch departments and most small agencies. In 2006, with a combined
aperating budger of 319 billion, the 57 federal inspector gencral offices
achieved $17 billion in savings. Tmagine what that sort of returm on invesiment
could mean o the Stute of Connecticul,




Making a Difference for Easton, Fairfield,

Newtown and Weston
Recent state funding for the 28th District (2006 — 2008):

* Animal Control Facility, Easton Ferris Farm, Newtown
$200,000 S500.000

* Bisceglie-Scribner Park, Weston Newtown Technology Park
875,000 ST25.00H)

* Easton Little League Field Operation Hope. Fairheld
$35,000 S250,000

» Easton Senior Center Penfield Pavilion, Fairlield
S0, 000 SebO L)

* Fairfield Hills Campus, Newtown Route 54 Streetscape Program
$575,000) 150,000

* Fairfield Museum & History Center = Kevin's Community Center,
815000010 Newtown

* Fairfield Downtown Streetscape #200.000

Program / Center for Arts, Film
& Cultural Activities
S450.000
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I have been a chief proponent of this legislation. In the absence of a sound
lederal energy policy, Connecticut is again setting a positive example for
the rest of the couniry. By capping greenhouse gas emissions, we will reduce
our carbon footprint, conserve energy, improve air quality and reduce our
dependence on foréign oil.

Protecting Long Island Sound

Governor Rell, the legislature, and our neighbors in New York scored
wmather vietory for local preservation efforts when we defeated a proposal,_
by Rruadmter Erlerg} LLC to build what wuu]d have heen the world’




A Balanced Budget
for Connecticut
ﬁ‘rmfdfng Reﬁ{,jf_ for Warfting'
Families and Small Businesses

Cionnectiout s facing an
coononie environiment that has
changed significantly since we
passed the biennial budger in 2007
The state surplus we enjoved @ vear
ago has turined into o growing
deticit and the prospect of 55/ gallon susoline s affecting Connecticu
restclenes not anlv at the pump, but also in the fsing cost of Tood, medicine
el o her necessilies, -

Meore than ever, state govermment must prioritize spendimg and
fitnel a w1 Tive within its means — protecting against lnture budger
deficits, while at the same time providing tax reliel 1o working families
and small businesses,

To that end, | introduced a balanced buaedger proposal in Aprl that
cut state gas raxes without jeopardizing transportation funding, provided
tux nwentives to small businesses that create new jobs, and reduced the
sige of stute government. This budger also made IpOrant mvestments
in edication and semors, renewing our commitment to the siate-funded
Farly Reading Success Program and mereasing funding oy nursing homes
and private providers of social services,

I my opinion, addressing our budger problems is absolutely NCCERSUry
in these difficult economic times, 1 understand that families and small
businesses are faced with making difficnlt choices, and that vou expect
government to do the siane. Lan disappointed the majority chose not 1o
ackeress oy Badpet deficit, As vour State Senator, 1 will continoe o fight
o more accountability and fiscal disciphine i state governmenn.

Highlights of our balanced budget proposal include:

* Cinsand Caps State Gas Taxes

o Creates a Job Creation Tax Credic for Smaall Businesses

s Keeps the Promise (o Reduee the Convevance Tax Bate Without
Reducing Municipal Aid

* Increases Funding for Private Providers & Nursing Homes

* Increases Funding for Affordable Housing

* Funds the Early Reading Success Program

o [Mhases our the Bosiness Entity Tuax

» Phases out the Esiane Tis Cliff

* Reduces the Siee of Government Through s Volunmare Early
Retivement Program

* Protects Our State’s Rainy Day Fund

* Provides Additional Municipal Aid Through the Town Add
Rarael Program
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John McKinney

Dear Friend,

Reprresenting the people af Easton, Fairfield,
Newtoun and Weston is both an honor and a
privilege, I hope you will take a moment to read
about seme of the important issues I am working
on as your Stale Senator.

As always, I welcome your feedback and encourage you to keep in touch. If
you have specific questions regarding issues outlined in this pamphlet, or any issue
concerning state govermment, please feel free to call my office at 1-800-842-1421,
ematl me af John. McKinney@cga.ct.gov, or write to me at: Senator John McKinney,
Legislative Office Building, Room 3400, Hartford, CT 06106.

I also encourage you to visit my website at wuww.SenatorMcKinney.cga. el gov.
There you can read news archives, watch video of Senate floor debates and
press conferences, participatein an interactive blog, and sign up to receive
email updates.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your representative in Hartford.

Sincerely,

John McKinney

Increasing Access to Quality,
Affordable Health Care

So many of our state’s social and economic problems are exacerbaied
by our nation’s antiquated health care system. That is why I am working with
Governor Rell to make sure every Connecticut resident has access to quality,
affordable health insurance.

In December of 2006, Governor Rell introduced the Charter QOak Health
Plan, aimed at providing low-cost health insurance to people who cannot
afford private plans. Beginning in July, low income workers, recent college
graduates and individuals who are self-employed, or do not have access to
employer-sponsored health insurance, will be able to participate in the
Charter Oak plan for about $250 a month.



How to Reach Me:

Senator John McKinney
Legislative Office Building
Room 3400

Hartford, CT 06106 - 1591

1-800-842-1421

TTY 860-240-0163
(text telephone for the hearing impaired)

John.McKinney(@cga.cl.gov
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